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Bishop's Services Appeal
now underway In Diocese

LAKE CHARLES -- The
annual Bishop’s Services Ap-
peal, the fundraising cam-
paign that aids with annual
operating funds for various
ministries and programs of
the Diocese of Lake Charles,
has begun in the 39 church
parishes of the Diocese.

The 2018-2019 Bishop’s
Services Appeal goal is
$824,000.00 and the cam-
paign continues through the
reminder of the fiscal year,
which ends on June 30, 2019.

The theme for this year’s
Appeal “For I received from
the Lord what I handed on to
you” can be found I Corinthi-
ans 11:23a.

Contributions made to the
campaign aid in the opera-
tions of Catholic Education,
Youth Ministry, Vocations and
Seminarians, Catholic Chari-
ties, Family Life, Annulment
and Other Tribunal Fees,
Seafarers’ Center, Diocesan
Counseling. Evangelization,
Communications, and Saint
Charles Center. These min-
istries are additionally sup-
ported through various grants

and the parochial tithe.
All donations to the
Bishop’s Services Appeal

are credited to the donor’s
church parish to help meet
its individual quota.

“What is at the core of all
our activities in the Diocese
of Lake Charles is centered
on these three commands -
take, receive, preach - and
you, my dear People of God,
assist through the Bishop’s
Services Appeal in continu-
ing the Tradition, handing on
the message of Christ to the
world today,” Bishop Glen
John Provost said in his mes-
sage to the People of God of
the Diocese.

“Religious Education and
Formation is one of the core
elements,” the Bishop contin-
ued. “Among the areas under
this category are Parochial
Religious Instruction, Youth
Ministry, Catholic Schools,

the Vianney House, and
Seminarian Education. I look
around when I attend our
Diocesan Youth Conference,
and this year I was moved
with the attendance of over
400 young people. For many
of them, they told me that it
was a time when they person-
ally began to live their faith
seriously. They accepted the
Tradition from Jesus Christ,
and you, my friends, have
helped to hand it on.”
Continuing, he noted that
Catholic Schools offer an op-
portunity for learning about
the faith, but give a context to

Catholic Education. We are
handing on what we have re-
ceived,” Bishop Provost said.
“I thank you from the bottom
of my heart for assisting with
the handing on of this Tradi-
tion through you generous
giving.

“Your generosity is great-
ly appreciated,” the Bishop
concluded.

Contributions may be
made through your parish
or directly to the Diocese of
Lake Charles. Donors have
the ability to use a credit
card or e-check safely and

Bisaor’s GUILD

The Bishop’s Guild offers a special way to join Bishop
Provost by supporting him as he guides you and others
throughout the diocese on the journey of faith. Your
willingness and readiness to become a special partner
in the annual Bishop’s Services Appeal make a profound

statement for others to follow.

Any individual and/or family who responds with a gift
of $1,000 or more to the Bishop’s Services Appeal in a
given year will be a member of the Bishop’s Guild.

Those in the Bishop’s Guild form faithful partnerships
to provide valuable resources for the services of the

diocese.

Your participation

in the Bishop’s Guild

demonstrates your willingness to be a leader in your

parish and our diocese.

learn about the natural world
as well.

“l am heartened when I
visit our Catholic Schools
and the students and teach-
ers tell me of the heroic men
and women who because of
the Catholic Faith helped
to be on the cutting edge of
our knowledge today. Marie
Curie, George Mendel, and
George LeMaitre are not
strange names for the stu-
dents of our Catholic Schools.
“They see no contradiction
between Faith and Science.
One percent of our overall di-
ocesan revenue goes toward
Catholic Schools, and in par-
ticular scholarships that help
students who would not oth-
erwise be able to attend.

“Your giving assists in con-
tinuing the noble tradition of
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securely on the website of the
Diocese - lediocese.org — and
clicking support the diocese.

Payments on a pledge or a
one-time gift made after June
30, 2019, the end of the 2018-
2019 fiscal year, will be cred-
ited to the 2019-2020 Appeal
goal. If you make a pledge
directly to the Diocese, you
should send any payments on
that pledge to the Diocese in
order to properly credit you
and your parish.

For further information
on the Bishop’s Services Ap-
peal contact the Office of De-
velopment, Diocese of Lake
Charles, Bishop’s Services
Appeal, P O. Box 3223, Lake
Charles, LA 70602-3223 or
call 337-439-7400, Ext. 217.
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Reverend Jeffrey Starkovich, the Director of Vocations and Seminarians for
the Diocese of Lake Charles, stands with this year’s top three entrants in the
diocesan Vocation Drawing Contest. At left is Reed Falcon, an eight-year old
parishioner of Christ the King Catholic Church, whose image, one of more than
100 entries, captured frst place, Falcon’s image was reproduced as a prayer card
and distributed to all the churches in the diocese for distribution to parishioners.
Second and third place winners, respectively, are Abrea Findley, a 10-year old
parishioner of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Vinton, pictured in the middle and
Reece Trahan, a 10-year old parishioner of Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church and a student at Our Lady’s Catholic School, both in Sulphur, is pictured
at right. “We certainly want to thank all of those who contributed their drawings,”

Father Starkovich said.

Pro-Life Banquet October 2

LAKE CHARLES - The
28th annual New Life Coun-
seling Pro-Life Banquet, fea-
turing keynote speaker Gi-
anna Jessen, will be held on
Tuesday, Oct. 2, in the Lake
Charles Civic Center Colise-
um beginning at 6 p.m. with
doors opening and a silent
auction followed by the ban-
quet at 6:30 p.m.

Tickets are $75 each
(Friend of Life) with a vari-
ety of sponsorship offerings
including Life Saver $5,000;
Champion of Life $3,000;
Sustainer of Life $1,500; Ad-
vocate of Life $800; and Sup-
porter of Life $600. The an-
nual fundraiser sustains the
operations of New Life Coun-
seling’s pregnancy resource

center from year to year.

For tickets or more infor-
mation 337 474-7003 or e-mail
nlcbanquet@gmail.comThe
deadline to purchase tickets
is Wednesday, September 26.
Checks should be made pay-
able to New Life Counseling
Center, Inc., PO Box 7222,
Lake Charles, LA 70606.

Gianna Jessen was intend-
ed todiebefore she wasborn-
the survivor of an abortion at
seven and a half months. Talk
to her for just a few minutes
and she’s likely to punctuate
every sentence with a deep,
infectious laugh. Talk to her
for a while longer and, as her
story unfolds, it becomes ap-
parent that the constant joy
has overcome unspeakable

challenges. In many regards,
her life has been a short path
littered with obstacles at ev-
ery turn: challenges, betray-
al, and cruelty. But for every
setback, there have also been
invitations into the greatest
halls of government. A life
that was never meant to be
has been used to inspire, and
even save others.

She entered the world
two months premature and
weighing just two and a half
pounds and spent her first
couple of months in a hospi-
tal. The failed abortion had
also provided the “gift” of ce-
rebral palsy, as she calls it: “It
allows me to really depend on
Jesus for everything.”
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Catholic Charities
of Southwest Lovisiana

Providing Help...Creating Hope

Roman Catholic Diocese of Lake Charles
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Catholic Charismatic Conference Nov. 2-3

MOSS BLUFF - The 47th Annual Catholic
Charismatic Conference will be held Novem-
ber 2-3 at St. Theodore Catholic Church, 785
Sam Houston Jones Parkway featuring key-
note speaker Rev. Bill Halbing, known for his
gift of Bible teaching, a priest of the Archdio-
cese of Newark, New Jersey.

The theme of this year’s conference comes
from Romans 1:16 - “For I am not ashamed of
the gospel.: it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who has faith. .. ”

Onsite registration begins on Friday, Nov. 2,
with Prayer and Praise starting at 6 p.m. and
the opening Mass celebrated by Father Hal-
bing followed by the first general session with
Father Halbing — “For I am NOT ashamed of
the Gospel.”

General sessions on Saturday, Nov. 3, are at
10 a.m. (It is the Power of God for Salvation to
everyone who has faith) and at 2 p.m. (“God
is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be
afraid)” both by Fr. Halbing, He will also pres-
ent the 3:30 p.m. session — (“My proclamation
(preaching) was not with persuasive words (of
human wisdom) but with a demonstration of
spirit and power- 1 Cor 2:4) and the 6:30 p.m.

general session “I am not ashamed or afraid
to be open to all of the charisms,” which will
be followed by Mass and a Prayers for Healing
Service conducted by Father Matthew Cormi-
er and Father Halbing. All times may change.
Prayer teams will be available throughout the
conference to minister to participants’ needs.
Mike Nelson and Sounds of Praise will pro-
vide the music ministry.

Fr. Halbing attended Immaculate Concep-
tion Seminary in Mahwah, New Jersey, and
was ordained a priest in 1982, for the Archdio-
cese of Newark. He has a Bachelor of Arts in
Spanish and received both his Master of Fine
Arts degree in Jewish-Christian studies and
his Master of Divinity degree from Seton Hall
University.

He has been active in Charismatic Renewal
since 1975 and been a guest speaker at nation-
al charismatic conferences in Los Angeles,
Pittsburgh, New Jersey, Denver, Florida, New
Hampshire and Idaho and has traveled as far
as Canada, Guyana, Eastern Europe and the
Philippines to preach God’s Word. His talks
are riddled with humor, making his presenta-
tions both enlightening and enjoyable.

2018 Catholic Charities awards

The 2018 Catholic Charities Jazz Brunch was highlighted by the presentation of two
special awards. First, the Saint Peter Claver Award, which is given to an individual
who demonstrates particular concern for those in need. This year’s recipient was
Senator Ronnie Johns of Sulphur, for his instrumental work in helping those caught
up in human traffcking. Sen. Johns, according to Louisiana Governor John Bel
Edwards, leads the nation in authored bills to stop human traffcking. He was
instrumental in the opening of the Metanoia Home in Baton Rouge, which cares for
young girls rescued from traffcking. The Caritas Award, given to an individual who
exemplifes a life of selfess giving, went to Ainsley DeSonier, who despite the fact
that she has a rare syndrome which has required many surgeries and left her with
certain disabilities, can know with certainty that God looks upon her as fearfully and
wonderfully made. She lives her life from that belief, holding herself to do whatever

she can do in the best way possible.

Her purpose is clear. She has the gift that all

of us seek. When we know ourselves to be loved, we are free to give ourselves to
love others. When Ainsley becomes aware of someone suffering, she immediately
becomes concerned, prays for them, and asks how they are doing. Pictured with the
two recipients are, at left, Bishop Glen John Provost and Sr. Mary Vianney Walsh,
director of Catholic Charities of Southwest Louisiana.






